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ed by any other means.   Satyagraha can rid society of all

ilSj political, economic and moral.

(Translated from the original in Gujarati)
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THE ROOT CAUSE OF PARTITION
Many people come to Gandhiji and express their dissatisfac-
tion over the partition of India.   They know that Gandhiji has
always been opposed to it.   Why does he not give tangible form
to his opposition ? they ask.   It is wrong for him to say that he
is a spent bullet or that the country is not behind him.   "Give
us the lead and you will see for yourself whether the country is
behind you or not."   Gandhijj is sometimes amused by such talk.
Against whom is he to give the lead ?   It was not the British
who had partitioned'the country.   It had been done with the
consent of the Congress howsoever reluctantly.   There was only
one way to avoid the calamity and that was by the non-violence
of the brave.   But how could the people develop it overnight ?
Talking to some friends on this subject he said that the leaders
had  agreed  to  the  partition   as   the   last   resort.   They  did
not  feel that  they  had  made   a  mistake.   Rather  than  let
the whole country go to the dogs, they agreed to the partition,
hoping to give the country a much needed rest.  He felt diffe-
rently.   He had said that he would rather let the whole country
be reduced to ashes than yield an inch to violence.   But non-vio-
lence was his creed.   It was not so with the Congress.   The Con-
gress had accepted non-violence as a policy.    Badshah Khan
was the' only leader who believed in non-violence as a creed.
Even he had not imbibed the doctrine through and through.
cc I have admitted my mistake," he continued. " I thought
our struggle was based on non-violence, whereas in reality It
was no more than passive resistance which essentially is a wea-
pon of the weak. It leads naturally to armed resistance whea-
possible." In South Africa the English Chairman of his